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Green McAdoo not just Clinton’s anymore
Historic Civil Rights landmark will become part of
Tennessee State Museum system
Heather Miller

hmiller@mycouriernews.com

During its meeting Monday
night, Clinton City Council
unanimously passed a motion
to authorize transferring the
Green McAdoo Cultural Center in Clinton to the Tennessee State Museum.
“The state will reimburse
the City [of Clinton] or Green
McAdoo Organization for the
expenses associated with the
day to day operation and up-

Glen
Alpine
move a
‘win-win’

keep and maintenance of that
facility,” explained Councilman Jim McBride.
Earlier this year, when the
Tennessee General Assembly passed the state budget,
$100,000 was included in the
budget for the Tennessee
State Museum to use “solely
for maintenance, restoration,
and operational expenses of
the Green McAdoo Cultural
Center.”
Tennessee Lt. Gov. Randy

McNally and State Rep. John
Ragan have been credited for
securing the funds for the
museum in the budget.
The motion passed by city
council Monday includes
authorization of a property
transfer deed in which City of
Clinton officials will transfer
the Green McAdoo Cultural
Center property to the State
of Tennessee.
Clinton City Councilman
Larry Gann described several

of the concerns city officials
have had in the past about
what would happen to the
museum in the future should
the political climate change
or financial sources for the
museum drastically fall.
He said that by transferring
Green McAddo Cultural Center to the state it would ensure that the museum would
always be in operation.
See MUSEUM, Page 8A

The iconic statue of the Clinton 12 and the profound words of
the Rev. Paul Turner are now part of the Tennessee State Museum system. — Photo courtesy CMS

Adding to the legend that is ‘Health Day’
A snake, a
beaver, and
first time fish
handlers

Heather Miller

Ken Leinart

hmiller@mycouriernews.com

On the Clinton City Council
agenda for the council meeting Monday night was discussion regarding the city’s contract enforcement options for
the Glen Alpine Convenience
Center.
The Glen Alpine agenda
item appeared under old
business and was discussed
privately by city officials with
their legal counsel Monday
evening during the executive
session part of their council
meeting.
Although details of the
legal discussion between
city officials and their lawyer were not released to the
public, city council reported
after the council meeting
adjourned that their focus is
still on supporting Anderson
County Commission’s move to
relocate the center to Norris.
“At this time we’re just focused on discussions we’ve
had to move the convenience
center to the new property
and feel very confident that
that’s going to happen. We’re
not looking at plan B. We’re
fully supporting the commission for that move in a very
short period of time,” stated
Clinton City Mayor Scott Burton after the meeting. “Plan B
in general is looking at other
options. We’re continuing to
work with County Commission to make that move happen because it’s a win-win for
both the city and the county
when we get this moved.”
See MOVE, Page 8A
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It may be one of the more
fun days for Briceville students.
It is certainly one of the
funniest.
The bosy become braver,
the girls are “squealier,”
and volunteers love it so
much they come back year
after year.
It’s Coal Creek Health
Day and the 2017 version,
held Wednesday, Oct. 25,
will only make the legend of
the event grow.
For years Briceville students have been catching
Even the legend of Rocky the anciet sea creature of Coal Creek could not get this Briceville second grader to hold a fish. A
promise to get her picture in the paper though ... Volunteer Charlie Saylor also had a hand in convincing the girl to hold on to
Rocky. — Ken Leinart

A family’s loss gives them love and support
Annatasha Cooper

Special to The Courier News

The devastation that comes
along with an unexpected
tragedy can only be described
as such, unexpected.
A Clinton family recently
received their own devastating news when their new
home was engulfed in flames
earlier last week.
Casey McAfee, 24, and fiancé Josh Crowley, 35, had just
moved into their first home
near Carrol Hollow Road in
Clinton five days prior to
the unexpected fire that left
them with little to nothing to
salvage.
Luckily for Casey and Josh,
they and their two children
Chole, 6, and Addie, 3, were
not at the home at the time of
the event.
Casey states, “It was a normal day. We woke that mornSee LOSS, Page 3A

A Clinton family recently received devastating news when their new home was engulfed in
flames earlier last week. But after the loss they found love and support from family and friends
and even strangers. — Anatasha Cooper

See LEGEND, Page 3A

TVA makes
plans to
convert Bull
Run wet ash
Tennessee Valley Authority is improving wastewater
treatment at its Bull Run
Fossil Plant in Anderson
County in the final stages
of an overall plan to move
from wet to dry storage of
coal ash at the plant.
TVA is in the process of
converting from wet to dry
storage of ash and other
coal combustion residuals
at Bull Run and other fossil
sites across the TVA service
area.
Bull Run stopped using
water to move ash in 2015,
and CCR is now stored dry.
However, non-CCR process
See ASH, Page 3A
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ing and took my son, Chole,
to school and we both went
to work.”
The young couple hadn’t
the slightest premonition of
what was to come next. Casey
received a text message from
her fiancé, Josh, that she
needed to go to their home
immediately.
A neighbor contacted Josh
to inform him that he had
witnessed their home go up in
flames. Casey rushed to their
home to find that there was
nothing but one wall and a
block foundation left of their
new home.
Upon arriving to the property, Casey was met by her
brother, Chase Fordham, who
began the process of securing clothing and necessities
for her little family; as well
as county-wide appearances
of fire departments including Marlow Fire Department,
Clinton Fire Department, and
many others.
After coming to the realization that the home in question
was indeed hers, Casey retreated to St. Mark’s Church,
where she was met with an
overwhelming amount of support from church members
who offered clothing and necessities for her, Chole, Addie, and her fiancé [Josh].
News traveled quickly
throughout Clinton, like it
does in most small towns
across the country, and the
engaged couple and their
children were provided with
everything they needed and
more in less than forty-eight
hours.
When Casey explained the
unexplainable event to her
six-year-old son, Chole, he
insisted that his mother look
at the bigger picture by saying, “But, we’re okay mommy.
Everyone is fine. The stuff
doesn’t matter.”
Today, Casey and Josh live
gratefully at Casey’s mother’s home and have set their
sights on gathering their lives
back together before making
another step towards moving
into a new home once again.
When asked if Casey would
consider rebuilding on the
property where their home
once stood, Casey responded
stating, “I don’t think I want
to go back there. I will never
forget what happened.” Investigations that took place
at their previous residence to
determine the source of the
fire have remained inconclusive.
With the overwhelming
support and help from their
community, Josh and Casey
are extremely grateful for
how quickly the residents of
Clinton responded to their
tragedy.
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nate age, but for 17 years he
has always seemed to manage to find the volunteer’s net
and thrill students with his
size and status as legend. He
has a smaller brother, Gravel,
that is often found as well.
Charlie Saylor, dubbed the
“Retired TVA Genius” has volunteered for this event every
year it has been held — 17 —
and he says Health Day has its
scientific values, but the most
important aspect, for him, is
getting the kids involved.
“It makes them aware of
what they have,” he said.
“They can see fish, the plants
... The nature.
“And if they learn to appreciate it they learn to take
care of it.”
The Clinch River Chapter
of Trout Unlimited is behind
Coal Creek Health Day, an
offshoot of the club’s efforts
to clean up the watershed.
But Health Day has become
more. It has become legend
and it goes beyond finding
really old fish (SPOILER
ALERT: Rocky is not the same
fish every year) and little
boys proving they will touch
anything that comes out of
the water that wriggles and
little girls will wriggles out of
the way to keep from touching things that come out of
the water.
It’s the new mindset for
Briceville students: This is
ours, let’s protect it.
About two hours into
Wednesday morning’s activities a large splashing sound
and movement not 50 feet
away from the volunteers and
the students stopped all fish
gathering and fish holding.
Swimming away from the
activities was beaver —
heading upstream, away from
the ruckus.
Less than five mnutes latee
one of the volunteers from
the University of Tennessee
held up a snake that looked
more like a nightcrawler (actually it was smaller than a
nightcrawler) and held it out
for the students to “Ooh” and
“Aww” over — and the boys
to try and grab.
The volunteer list for the
2017 Health Day included:
Alford, Brian – UT Forestry,
Wildlife, and Fisheries
Brown, Steve – Clinch River Trout Unlimited
Buffington, Buzz – Clinch
River Trout Unlimited
Coombs, Joyce – UT - Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries
Douglas, Terry – Clinch
River Trout Unlimited
Ferguson, Jim --- Clinch
River Trout Unlimited
Geiger, Dick – Clinch River
Trout Unlimited
Moore, Carol – Coal Creek
Watershed Foundation
Oates, Frances – Clinch
River Trout Unlimited
Saylor, Charlie – Retired
TVA Genius
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Thacker, Barry – Coal Creek
Watershed Foundation
Wolbert, Justin – UT Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries
Species found this year
were:
Bigeye Chub
Bluntnose Minnow
Striped Shiner
Redline Darter
Rainbow Darter
Largescale Stoneroller
Spotfin Shiner
Northern Hogsucker
Blacknose Dace
Northern Studfish
Rock Bass
Snubnose Darter
Smallmouth Bass
Redbreast Sunfish
Black Redhorse
Scarlet Shiner
“You won’t see a lot of different species from year-toyear, but we have seen a reemergence of some Darter
species,” Saylor said.
Students were also given
some basic lessons in fishing
— fly tying a favorite — and
conservation.
This year also marked a
sort of milestone: Two Coal
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J. Brian Alford, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Fishery Conservation and Management with The University of Tennessee Department of Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries documented this baby
snake —the first ever found during Health Day. — Ken Leinart

Creek Scholars took part in
Health Day.
They now teach at their
home school. Jenny Lindsay

Volunteers and students check out what their fish nets have brought in from Coal Creek during
Health Day. — Ken Leinart

State parks saw increase in volunteers in 2016
Tennessee State Parks
benefitted from the helping
hands of 1,000 volunteers on
National Public Lands Day –
a 15 percent increase from
the same day last year.
Norris Dam State Park has
had 18 volunteers in 2017,
compared to zero in 2016.
“Some of our popular as
well as lesser known parks
saw exceptional growth in
the number of residents coming out to help,” said Brock
Hill, Tennessee Department
of Environment and Conservation deputy commissioner
of parks and conservation.
“This spirit speaks to the value our public lands offer Tennesseans: healthy recreation

opportunities, local economic
engines and responsible land
conservation.”
Volunteers came out to
support 52 different parks in
Tennessee’s statewide system
on Sept. 30. Justin P. Wilson
Cumberland Trail State Scenic Trail State Park had the
most helpers at 122. Pickwick Landing State Park in
West Tennessee and Hiwassee/Ocoee State Park near
Chattanooga saw the biggest
increases in participation –
from two and six volunteers
in 2016, respectively, to 50
and 32 volunteers in 2017.
Other parks, including David Crockett Birthplace in
East Tennessee and Cedars
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and Jessica McKinney, both
Coal Creek Scholars, told
how they assessed the health
of the creek when they were
students at Briceville School.
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of Lebanon in Middle Tennessee, saw upwards of 80 individuals mulching, constructing hiking trails, cleaning
playground equipment and
more.
Tennessee State Parks
hosts five signature hikes annually to encourage visitors of
all skill levels to get outside
and enjoy our public lands.

water from the plant and
storm water are still disposed
of in the discharge system.
As a result, TVA plans to
repurpose part of a wet ash
stilling pond and part of the
fly ash storage impoundment
to create a lined process water basin to more effectively
treat the discharged water.
Any remaining ash or other
CCR material in the basin
area would be regraded or
removed to a solid waste facility.
Details of the proposed
action, including possible alternatives considered, are included in a Final Supplemental Environmental Assessment issued last week. TVA
received public comments on
the draft assessment earlier
this year, and responses are
included and incorporated in
the final document. The study
is in addition to a Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement from 2016.
The project is expected
to improve protection of the
groundwater around the site,
and is not expected to have a
significant overall impact on
the environment, according
to the assessment. The plan
will also not require changes
to TVA’s permit for wastewater discharge.
As originally proposed, the
approximately 33-acre fly
ash impoundment would be
closed in place, which means
dewatering, grading and covering with an approved cover
system.
Copies of the final SEA
and Finding of No Significant
Impact are available online
at https://www.tva.gov/Environment/EnvironmentalStewardship/Environmental-Reviews/Bull-Run-AshImpoundment-Closure,
by
email at arfarless@tva.gov
or in writing by contacting
Ashley Farless, NEPA Compliance Specialist, 1101 Market
Street, BR 4A, Chattanooga,
TN 37402.
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