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A ‘personal’ history lesson not soon to be forgotten

Aeerding to the Citr of
Mortizs web zite httpiifananar,
ctyofnoreis eoms, "The City
of Homris has been called a
planned comoomnity, 2 model
towm, 2 garden oity, and even
autopia.”

That's becanse Nomis was
allthoze things to its founder,
Arthur Ermest Morgan,

Barrr Thacker has been
azked for the last few vears
o teach Coal Creek and Nor-
iz history to eigth-graders at
Lake City Ifiddle School,

The Coal Creekhistorrelaszs
teaches them o take pride
in their heritage, whereas
the cass on Novris teaches
themn about the historr and
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heritage of shudents ther will
meet when ther attend An-
derscm Countyr High Sehool,

He haz alao been asked to
teash Coal Oreek and Mor-
riz history to Moris Middle
Sehool eigth graders,

While telling the story of
the Utopian Comomunities
fomded in Bast Tennessee
— Seott and Anderson Coun-
ties — Thacker incuded the
storyr of Morris and itz found-
e, Ior gan,

Morgan vea the latest in &
line of visiomaries to eome to
Bast Tenmessee in search of

ninpia.

Tennegseans  remember
hirn azthe first Chairmnan and
1234578

Corngan’s class. — Ken Leinart
Chief Engineer of the Tennes-
aee Valley Anthority (TWAY,
bt that wes justone of many
achiewernents in his illusted-
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Barry Thackar teaches about the ongins of Mords to Morris Middle eighth grde students in Jim

of Morrs, won moust under-
stand the life of Arthur Mor-
gan, who wes one of the most
influential and controversial
figures of the 20th Century,
Eighth-graders  af Mo

o —

riz Middle 3chool learned
that through Morgan, their
heritage iz linked fo that of
George Washington, Herbert
Howrer, Franklin  Delano
Roozevelt, Hary  Tuman,

John F. Kenmedy, Mahatroa
Gandhi, Thomas Edison, the
Wright Brothers, the Seneca
Indian Nation, Johnny Cash,
the edueation swstem in In-
dia, and the ea Empire,

Foremost, Arthwr IMordan
vas the father of modem
flood eontrol dams, He pin-
neered the first use of reser-
woirs to mntrol flnoding after
the 1813 flood of the Great
Miarod Biwver in Dagrton, Ohio,
at 2 time when the 0.8, Armoyr
(orps of Engineers wiewed
reseriits as prodding in-
significant walue in reducing
flonding acmrding to its "e-
e e ondy” pali ar

In 1821, Morgan ascepted
the presidency of tny Anti-
och College in Tellowr Springs,
CH, where he revtalized the
ooll ege with a eooperative ed-
neation program saping, "The
world needs more engineers

See LESSOM, Page A4
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able to talk about things be-
sides engineering and base-
ball.”

Morgan’s purpose was
wholeness; his aim was the
creation of broadly educated,
technically proficient, so-
cially conscious professionals
who would act as agents of
human betterment in society.

He published the periodi-
cal, Antioch Notes, to share
his philosophy on educa-
tion and social development,
building a subscriber list of
20,000 that included Herbert
Hoover and Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.

Morgan said that Human-
kind was a small community
animal.

All the cherished human
values—honesty, moral-
ity, responsibility, ethics, and
kindness—originate and are
fostered in intimate, face-to-
face relationships such as you
find in small communities.
Members of such communi-
ties have a duty to replen-
ish those cherished human
values in both their small
communities and in larger
metropolitan areas where
cherished human values are
often lacking,

He viewed small communi-
ties as where experimental,
utopian ideas could be test-
ed as a means for society to
evolve.

While at Antioch College,
Morgan also served as chief
engineer during design of
the Muskingum River flood
control dams in Ohio. That
is until 1933 during the Great
Depression when Franklin
Delano Roosevelt told him, “I
like your vision” and selected
Morgan to lead the Tennessee
Valley Authority.

Morgan accepted on con-
dition that hiring would be
based on merit with no politi-
cal appointments.

A primary objective of the
TVA Act was, “To improve the
navigability and to provide
for the flood control of the
Tennessee River. Dams built
to address flooding and to
provide for navigation, would
also allow the Tennessee Val-
ley to be electrified from hy-
droelectric power plants built
with the dams.

Morgan saw the Tennes-
see Valley as, “The first place
in America where we can sit
down and design a civiliza-
tion.” For him, the City of
Norris would fulfill his life-
long dream of building an
experimental utopian com-
munity during construction
of Norris Dam.

He named the town and
the dam to honor Sen. George
Norris, who sponsored the
TVA bill.

Morgan recruited former
associates who were educat-
ed in his “Conclusive Engi-
neering Analysis” method for
important roles within TVA.

They then recruited the
best and the brightest by sell-
ing them on Morgan’s vision
for the Tennessee Valley. An
example is the hiring of land
planner Earle S. Draper, who
based the design for the City
of Norris on the English gar-
den city movement of the

1890s with winding roads fol-
lowing the contour of the ter-
rain and open green spaces.

Although Morgan recom-
mended the appointment of
the other two TVA directors—
Harcourt Morgan (no rela-
tion) and David Lilienthal—
they initially opposed his
plan to build the City of Nor-
ris to house workers building
Norris Dam.

They called Morgan’s com-
munity and social develop-
ment endeavors akin to “bas-
ket weaving.”

But Morgan was appalled
by the 126 deaths that oc-
curred during construction of
Hoover Dam, which he attrib-
uted largely to fatigue.

He told the other TVA di-
rectors that a high fatality
rate during construction of
Norris Dam would embarrass
the Roosevelt administration,
so they approved his plan to
build the City of Norris.

Yes, the City of Norris was
built to house workers build-
ing Norris Dam, but if not for
Hoover Dam, there would be
no City of Norris.

Did Morgan post “Help
Wanted” ads to recruit the
workforce to build Norris
Dam?

No, he was not going to
populate his experimental
utopian community with ran-
dom people hired using “Help
Wanted” signs.

Instead, he sent recruiters
to small communities to re-
cruit workers with high moral
character and “cherished hu-
man values” willing to relo-
cate to Norris.

He allowed no saloons,
gambling houses, or brothels
in the City of Norris, saying
that a sober, healthy, and
well-trained workforce is a
safer workforce.

Workers and their families
lived in permanent two-bed-
room houses, ate in dining
halls, and worshipped togeth-
er in non-denominational
Sunday services in a commu-
nity center. All workers were
required to attend safety
training classes, but Morgan
also provided classes on a
variety of subjects so workers
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Students in one of Jim Corrigan’s eight grade class pose for a photo after Barry Thacker’s presentation of Coal Creek and Norris
Thacker led the students throughout the history of East Tennessee Utopian Communities — from Rugby to Norris.

could learn new job skills.

Norris School became the
first school in the world to
be fully electrified with lights
turned on by an automated
electric-eye. He provided mo-
bile libraries so workers and
their families could advance.
Many workers who came to
Norris as unskilled laborers
became lifelong, skilled TVA
employees from the training
they received.

To reduce fatigue and pro-
vide more jobs during the
Great Depression, laborers
worked four, 6-hour shifts
per week. Absenteeism was
low; morale was high; and
efficiency such that Norris
Dam—which Army engineers
had estimated would take
four years to build—was com-
pleted in less than two and a
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FOUNDATION & WATERPROOFING SPECIALISTS

WE REPAIR SETTLING
FOUNDATIONS‘

Is your foundation settling?
Call today to learn the ideal solution!

866.664.5963 | GetAFreelnspection.com

MENTION “TPS” TO RECEIVE THIS SPECIAL OFFER!

$250 OFF

ANY FOUNDATION REPAIR SYSTEM

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupon must
be presented at time of estimate. Not valid for prior
work. Maximum discount 5%. Expires 1-31-18.

half years.

Morgan said that utopian
writers who were one step
ahead of the crowd were lead-
ers, while those who were two
steps ahead were visionaries.

But if utopian writers got
too far ahead of the crowd,
they would be considered fa-
natics.

Fortunately for Morgan,
Tennesseans had a unique
way of keeping his feet plant-
ed in reality as illustrated
by the letter sent to him by
Tennessee Senator Nathan
Bachman that said, ““I do
resent, on the behalf of my
people, the suggestion that
we are in need of a new cul-

tural civilization, which you
continuously advocate in your
addresses. A people whose
forbearers went with Sevier
to Kings Mountain, destroyed
Ferguson and forever broke
the yoke of British domina-
tion in this country, and later
under Jackson annihilated
Packenham at New Orleans
are surely in no need of intel-
lectual or sociological admo-
nitions in the pursuance of
their welfare.

They are of a breed that
helped make these United
States and will help save them
in their hour of travail.”

Norris was the first of 21
tributary dams whose reser-

voirs stored flood waters du
ing wet seasons of the yea
and then discharged tha
water to augment flow o
the Tennessee River durin
dry seasons of the year. Nin
dams on the Tennessee Rive
were equipped with locks t
make it navigable for the firs
time in history.
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FAGTORY INVOICE SALE

Ford Factory Invoice Pricing
After Rebate

NEW 2018 F150 4X4

#5393

$35,565 MSRP

$2,250 Rebate

$1,728 RVF Disc.
1,000 Certificate
$750 FMCC

$29,837

Ford Factory Invoice Pricing
After Rebate w/FMCC Financing

After Rebate

2015 LINCOLN MKC
AWD Reserve, Loaded!

$27,900

2016 FORD FUSION
22K miles, Local Trade

$14,555

2017 FORD EXPLORER
LIMITED
4x4, Moonroof, Navigation

$34,777

2018 ECOSPORT 4X4
ECOBOOST #T5560
$22,675 MSRP
$500 Rebate
$515 RVF Disc.

$21,660

Ford Factory Invoice Pricing

2014 NISSAN MAXIMA
3.5 SV, Leather, Moonroof

$17,777

2014 FORD ESCAPE

TITANIUM
4x4, 2.0 EcoBoost

$18,890

2014 FORD FLEX
AWD, w/EcoBoost, Loaded!

$27,888

2026 N. Charles G. Seivers Blvd.

Clinton, TN
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NO ADD-ON STICKERS!

PRE-OWNED HEADQUARTERS

2014 FORD MUSTANG

CONVERTIBLE
Auto, Leather

$16,950

2015 FORD EXPLORER
FWD, One Owner

$19,550

2016 F-350 CREW CAB
4x4, Dually, Lariat, 14K miles!

$54,900

(865) 457-0704 VARNER

www.rayvarnerford.com

CLINTON, TENNESSEE
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